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SAFE WORKING GUIDELINES 
DEMOLITION 

 
 
1. Introduction 
 
The objective of this procedure is to prevent the occurrence of injury and reduce the severity of 
injuries / illness resulting from violence, bullying and harassment from others whilst working on a 
Proline Building Commercial Pty Ltd worksite/s. 
 
2. Purpose 
 
The purpose of this document is to provide suitable information for the identification, assessment 
and control of hazards associated with demolition structures on site. 
 
3. Definitions 
 
Demolition work means construction work 

involving the demolition of 
a building, but does not 
include construction work 
involving the removal of 
power or 
telecommunication poles. 

 
 
4. Roles & Responsibilities 
 
Senior Management is responsible for the following: 
  
- Ensure an investigation of the building to be demolished as been carried out in accordance 

with AS2601-1991 and recorded as required; 
- Ensure records of the investigation are recorded within the Safe Work Method Statement; 
- Ensure identification, assessment, control and evaluation of work activities which may result 

in demolition activities to person/s on site.  
 

Project Managers/ Supervisors and Site Supervisor 
 
- Ensure records of the investigation are recorded within the Safe Work Method Statement and 

reviewed on site prior to commencing works; 
 
Employees / subcontractors are responsible for the following: 

 
- Co-operate with Project Managers/Supervisors and Site Supervisor in implementing the 

demolition risk management controls. 
 
5. Procedure 
 
Employees and subcontractors are responsible for developing an understanding of becoming 
competent in the implementation of risk management principles and practices on site/s.  
 
This is a four phase process:- 
1. Risk Identification 
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HIERARCHY OF CONTROLS 

2. Risk Assessment 
3. Risk Control 
4. Risk Evaluation 
 
5.1 Risk Identification 
 
Identification of risks associated with demolition of structures should be undertaken by the 
following means: 
 
- Investigation 
- Consultation with employees / subcontractors 
- Observation of work practices 
- Inspections of the task and associated work areas 
- Examine workplace injury records to assess what activities have occurred to what tasks 

being carried out, which may cause injury, illness or incident in young and inexperienced 
personnel. 

- Notifiable Demolition Work 
 
 

 
5.2 Risk Assessment 
 
Identified hazards should then be prioritized according to the severity of injury, frequency of task 
and probability whilst performing the task. When assessing the risk, consideration will be given 
to: 

 
- Occupation or job/task of the person exposed 
- Work environment 
- Duration and frequency 
- The skills, training and experience of the young person 

 
5.3 Risk Control  
 
It is the responsibility of all employees and subcontractors involved in any demolition work 
activity to ensure they co-operate with the control measures that are put in place by Proline to 
reduce the risk. Risk Control is the means for minimizing or eliminates the identified risk and is 
carried out using the following heiarchary of control: 

 
- Eliminate the risk by ceasing the hazardous component or activity 
- Substitute a less harmful alternative hazard substance or process 
- Isolate the hazard at source using engineering means 
- Introduce administrative controls to minimize exposure 
- Use of Personal Protective Equipment 
 
When considering control options the following hazards should be  
considered: 

1. Elimination / 
Substitution 

 
2. Engineering 

Controls 
 
3. Training and 

procedures 
 
4. Personal 

Protective 
Equipment 

Most 
Effective 

Least 
Effective 
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- General Planning 

- Inadequate training, consultation, planning and improvisation 
- Poor access 
- Insufficient lighting 
- Lack of ventilation 
- Working at height or near edge 
- Penetrations 
- Uncontrolled collapse of structure or part of structure 
- Noise from plant and equipment 
- Sharp objects 
- Dust 

- Height of the structure 
- Position of the structure (ie adjacent to buildings/public spaces) 

Protection of public 
Protection of site personnel 

- Overhead Protective Structures 
- Scaffolding Requirements 
- Material being demolished 

- Soft strip out 
- Synthetic mineral fibres 

- Concrete / Masonry type construction 
- Hazardous Materials 

- Release of Asbestos fibres 
- Lead dust or fumes 
- Dust  

 

 
 

- Heat generated toxic fumes 
- Mercury in switch gear 
- PCB’s in light fittings and transformers 
- Contamination of or lack of air 
- Petrochemical products 

-  
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-  
- Existing Services 

- Electricity 
- Gas 
- Other volatile or explosive material 
- Fire 

- Stability of Operating Plant 
- Plant and Equipment Generated Projectiles 
- De-stabilized walls 
- Floors overloaded or destabilized 
- Falling Objects 
- Use of explosives 
- Use of hand tools 

- Operating power tools 
- Sparks generated when using power saw or angle grinder to cut metal 
- Cutting steel with oxy acetylene torch 

- Working from ladders or platforms 
- Fatigue of workers 
 
5.4 Risk Evaluation 
 
It is important to evaluate the effectiveness of the control measures implemented, to ensure that 
they are effective and that they do not lead into the introduction of additional hazards within the 
work environment. An evaluation of control measures must be carried out by the Site Supervisor 
during the tasks Safe Work Method Statement Reviews. 
 
 
 
6. Safe Work Method Statements 
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7. Securing the Work Zone 
 

 
 
7.1  Refer to the Workcover Demolition Code of Practice July 2015 for further 
information on sequencing / hazard controls. 
 
8. Training 
 
The Systems Manager will train employees during WHS EMS QA Seminars to ensure that 
employees can identify risky activities and receive appropriate training. 
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9. Review & Evaluation 
 
In order to ensure this procedure remains effective, it will be reviewed by Senior Management on 
an annual basis or in the event of an injury or near miss resulting from any activity, changes in 
legislation or if raised by an employees concern. 
 
10. References 
 

o Work Health & Safety Act 2011 
o Work Health & Safety Regulation 2017 
o AS 2601 -1991 The Demolition of Structures 
o Demolition Hazard Profile 2001 
o Preventing Structural Collapse – Workcover Safety Alert June 2011 
o Cutting and Drilling Concrete and other Masonry Products COP 1997 
o Noise Management and Protection Hearing at Work 2004 
o Demolition Workcover Code of Practice July 2015  
 

11. Version Control 
 

Date Version Owner Comments  

14.05.09 1 Michelle Noy For Issue 

11.11.11 2 Michelle Murphy Following External 3rd Party 
Audit 

18.04.12 3 Michelle Murphy Changes in legislation  

19.02.16 4 Michelle Murphy General Review 

01.09.17 5 Michelle Murphy General Review 

1.6.18 6 Michelle Murphy Changes in legislation  

01.12.23 7 Michelle Murphy General Review 
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